
Dangdut is the Music of My Country  
Project Pop (2003)  

 
 

Siapa tidak mengakui perbedaan                Who doesnÕt admit there are differences  
Tidak pernah diajari di skolahan          That were never taught about in school  

      Semua orang macam -macam dic iptakan          Everyone was created differently  
Cakep atau jelek semua punya perasaan       Attractive or ugly, we all have feelings.  

 
 

Ada orang Batak, ada orang Jawa          There are Bataks, there are Javanese  
Ada orang Ambon, ada juga orang Padang     Ther e are Ambonese, also people from Padang  

Ada orang Menado, ada orang Madura           There are Manadonese, there are Madurese  
Ada orang Papua, nggak disebut jangan           There are Papuans who canÕt be told donÕt be  

marah                                                                      mad.  
 

Apakah yang dapat menyatukan kita           What can unite us all?  
Salah satunya dengan musik                       Only music!  

 
Refrain:  

Dangdut is the music of my country  
Dangdut is the music of my country  

My countr y oh my country  
Dangdut is the music of my country  

My country oh my country  
Aaaah, my country  

 
           Kalau kamu ngerti tentang persatuan         If you understand about unity  
      Mengapa adu domba mudah dilakukan             Why is competition so easy ? 

   Kenapa mudah hilang kesabaran                     Why is it so easy to lose oneÕs awareness?  
     Kenapa semua mudah diprovokasikan            Why is everyone so easy to provoke?  

 
Ada kulit hitam, ada kulit putih                  ThereÕs black skin, ther eÕs white skin,  

Ada rambut panjang, ada juga rambut kerinting      ThereÕs long hair, thereÕs curly hair  
Ada mata besar, ada mata sipit             There are big eyes, there are slanted eyes  

Ada orang kaya, ada juga orang miskin       There are rich people, there are also poor people.  
 
 

Malaysian writer Farah Mahdzan includes a partial English  translation of the lyrics in 
a perceptive  article about the song and video published on her website.  I encourage 
interested scholars to check out http://fairy.mahdzan.com/story/198.asp  

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Figures 1 and 2. Outdoor dangdut concerts in Jakarta.  Photographs by Jeremy Wallach. 
 

 
 


